
American Studies Page 1 
 

Assessment Plan for Wells 
College: 

Major in American Studies  

Linda M. Lohn, Chair 

 

Mission Statement in American Studies  

 

Drawing on theories, methods, and approaches from the arts, the 
humanities, the life sciences, and the social sciences,  the mission o f 
the American Studies major is to engage students in 1) critically 
evaluating the cultural myths and realities of our nation and in 2)  
ÄÅÆÉÎÉÎÇ Ȱ!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȱ and evaluating  its ideologies  in terms of 
relationships among, race, class, and  gender .  "ÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ ȰAmerican 
#ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȱ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
emphasize historical and theoretical perspectives and encourage 
students to develop critical, creative, and meaningful techniques 
for observing and judging the tensions and challenges of diversity 
and multiculturalism . 
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Goals, Objectives, and Outcomes in 
American Studies  
 
 

GOAL ONE:  Students will develop a thorough knowledge of American History 
from the founding to the present, including the perspectives of so-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÏÔÈÅÒÓȱ 
and women 
 
 

Objective 1:  Students will i dentify key American historical events and explain 
the significance of those events in terms of national trends and social 
movements  

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A. Students will be able to analyze both primary documents and 

secondary sources 
 

B. Students will be able to identify by decade key events and trends in 
American History 

 
C. Students will be able to judge the significance of historical events by 

applying logical reasoning of cause and effect 
 
 

Objective 2:  Students will understand the  ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÏÔÈÅÒÓȱ ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ 
not limited to racial and ethnic minorities, immigrants, and women)  in terms 
of histories of privilege and patriarchy  
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

A. Students will be able to analyze both primary documents and 
secondary sources 

 
B. Students will be able to investigate the relationships among colonial 

development and slavery, religion and social reform, immigration and 
nativism, the public and private sphere, westward expansion and 
sectionalism 

 
C. Students will be able to explain Learning Outcome B in terms  of the 

ideas of  Reconstruction, industrialization and urbanization, social and 
political reform, race and ethnicity, changing gender roles, the 
changing role of government in American life 
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GOAL TWO:  Students will demonstrate proficiency in comprehending current  
political, social, and cultural dilemmas as they investigate the connections 
between ourselves and the American cultures of the past. 
 

Objective 1:   Students will e valuate current political and cultural events and 
trend s in terms of their impacts on our understanding of race, class, and 
gender  

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A. Students will be able to dÅÆÉÎÅ ȰÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÙȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÈÅÇÅÍÏÎÙȱ 

 
B. Students will be able to Distinguish between history and ideology 

 
C. Students will be able to Evaluate contemporary events through 

ideological analysis 
 
 

Objective 2: Students will s ynthesize cultural events and trends from the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries and apply them to contemporary political 
and social dilemmas  

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A. Students will be able to identify national myths 

 
B. Students will be able to examine eighteenth and nineteenth century 

development of these national myths  
 

C. Students will be able to aÎÁÌÙÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ 
American national myths 
 

D. Students will be able to explain  the ideological relationships between 
current American values as reflected in national myths and the values 
reflected in nineteenth century national myths 

 
 

 

 

GOAL THREE: Students will gain an understanding of the multicultural and 
multiracial literatures of the United States as they stand in relationship to 
the literature of privilege. 
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Objective 1:    Students will u se appropriate stylistic, generic, and 
narratological terms to distinguish between so -ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÍÁÉÎÓÔÒÅÁÍȱ ÆÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
and the ficti ÏÎÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ȰÏÔÈÅÒȱ 
 

Learning Outcomes: 
 

A. Students will be able to understand and use a basic vocabulary of 
literary criticism  

 
B. Students will be able to comprehend the method of literary criticism 

called ȰÎÅ× ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÉÓÍȱ  
 

C. Students will be able to historicize new or unfamiliar literature  
 

 
Objective 2:   Students will u nderstand the relati onship among  the literary 
canon, popular literature,  ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÇÉÎÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ ÂÙ ȰÏÔÈÅÒÓȱ 
and women  
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

A. Students will be able to evaluate the nationalistic impulses in the 
origins of canonical literature 

 
B. Students will be able to read and understand both canonical and non-

canonical literature and iterate the differences in form and content in 
each 

 
C. Students will be able to analyze the unique literary features of works 

by nineteenth century women and racial minorities 
 

D. Students will be able to examine the political and cultural reasons for 
excluding works from the American literary canon 

 

 
 

GOAL FOUR: Students will comprehend the deleterious effects of oppression and 
colonization within national spaces 

 

Objective 1 :  Students will examine slavery, the fate of indigenous peoples, and 
treatment of non-Western immigrants as colonizing activity 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A. Students will be able to scruti nize historical justifications for slavery 

and immigration restrictions 
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B. Students will be able to appreciate cultural expressions of indigenous 

peoplesȟ ÓÌÁÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ȰÆÒÅÅÍÅÎȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-Western immigrants in the 
United States 

 
 

Objective 2:   Students will i nt erpret the impact and significance of 
immigration and urban industrialized ghettos on American culture and 
values 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A.   Students will be able to explain the impact of industrialism on the 

formation of social class in the  
       United States 

 
B.   Students will be able to judge ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓ ÔÏ ȰÒÁÃÉÁÌÉÚÅȱ ÐÏÏÒȟ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ 

immigrants 
 

C.   Students will be able to evaluate the impacts of contemporary 
ÇÈÅÔÔÏÉÚÉÎÇ ÏÆ ȰÏÔÈÅÒȱ 

 
 

 
 

GOAL FIVE: Students will familiarize themselves with the methodologies of 
American Studies 

 
Objective 1:   Students will a ÎÁÌÙÚÅ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÈÉÇÈÂÒÏ×ȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÏ×ÂÒÏ×ȱ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 
materials in terms of Marxist theory, cultural studies, feminism, post -
colonial theory , and new historicism  

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A.  Students will be able to analyze the relationship between cultural 

production and social class 
 

B.  Students will be able to explain the essential elements of Marxism as 
it applies to cultural production 

 
C.  Students will be able to explain the essential elements of cultural 

studies, new historicism , and post-colonial studies as they apply to 
cultural production  
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D.  Students will be able to determine how the methodologies of 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÁÌÌÏ× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÈÉÇÈÂÒÏ×ȱ ÁÎÄ 
ȰÌÏ×ÂÒÏ×ȱ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ 

 
Objective 2:   Students will e valuate the effectiveness of American Studies 
methodologies  by applying them to cultural materials from various social 
classes, races, and genders 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
A. Produce analyses of primary or secondary sources in terms of Marxist 

theory , cultural studies, feminism, and/or new historicism  
 

B. Produce analyses of material culture in terms  of Marxist theory , 
cultural studies, feminism, and/or new historicism  
 

 

GOAL SIX:  Students will  examine the media of consumerism  as it encourages, 
resists, and marks American values and  social change  

 

Objective 1:   Students will analyze print advertisements in terms of their 
cultural/ideological patterns  
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

A. Students will be able to relate the history of advertising 
 

B. Students will be able to identify common advertising strategies and 
methods 

 
Objective 2:   Students will distinguish between advertising techniques and 
their cultural messages from various decades of the twentieth century  

 
A. Students will be able to create a print advertisement in the style of a 
particular decade of the twentieth century 

 
B. Students will be able to explain how that created advertisement 
reflects the ideology of the decade whose style it imitates 

 
 
 
 

GOAL SEVEN: Students will construct appropriate written and oral responses to 
demonstrate goals 1-6 
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Objective 1:   3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ÐÒÏÍÐÔȱ ÐÁÐÅÒÓȟ ÓÅÌÆ-
designed research projects, and a senior thesis  
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

A. Students will be able to apply writing strategy and techniques to 
integrate personal reflection and intellectual analysis 

 
 

B. Students will be able to construct original arguments based solidly on 
American Studies methodologies 

 
C. Students will be able to use various types of evidence to support 

sophisticated conclusions 
 
 

Objective 2:   Students wi ll organize and deliver  presentations confidently  
 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 

A. Students will be able to participate in small group and class-size 
group discussion adeptly 

 
B. Students will be able to construct formal original oral presentations 

based solidly on American Studies methodologies 
 

C. Students will be able to manipulate IT software to enhance 
presentations 

 

 
 

Methods of Assessing  Learning 
Outcomes 
 
 
The American Studies Major is interdisciplinary and employs courses from nine of Wells 
CollegeȭÓ ÓÉØÔÅÅÎ ÍÁÊors.  Because its scope is so wide (about 44 courses are included in the 
major, not counting  the senior thesis and the comprehensive examination) assessment 
methods are outlined elsewhere for all courses except AMST 110, AMST 201, AMST 385, 
AMST310, AMST 401, and the comprehensive examination.  Please refer to assessment 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȟ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ !ÎÔÈÒÏÐÏÌÏÇÙȾ3ÏÃÉÏÌÏÇÙȟ %ÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ 
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Management, History, Arts and Performance, Public Affairs, Psychology, and Religion.  In 
addition, a generous substitution plan has permitted courses from the Biological and 
Chemical Sciences, Foreign Languages, and Environmental Sciences to be included when 
those courses have a connection with the goals of the American Studies major.   
 
In an effort to avoid repeating already completed assessment work in the majors listed 
above, this section of the Assessment Report limits itself to a discussion of courses with the 
AMST prefix. 

 
 

Brie f explanation of  Direct Assessment Methods (DAM) in AMST courses 
with performanc e criteria and success  measurement  
 
In ALL courses with the AMST prefix, several methods of  assessing outcomes are 
employed:  
 

1.  Course activities: 
A. ExaminationsɂAt the lower end of the hierarchy of intellectual 

difficulty, examinations demand that students recall dates,  concepts,  
terms, and significant ideas.  At the higher end of the hierarchy of 
intellectual activity, examinations demand that students use application, 
analysis, and evaluation as they write short essay or respond to prompts.   
Performance criteria follows regulations governing grading outlined on 
pages 63-64 of the current course catalo (See Appendix A for this rubric). 

 
 

B. Formal EssaysɂThis classroom activity reflects revised work done over 
time, whether it be short essays or research papers.  At the higher end of 
the hierarchy of intellectual activities formal essays always involve 
analysis, application, synthesis, or evaluation.  Performance Criteria is 
based upon the rubric labeled Appendix Bȟ Ȱ#ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ ÆÏÒ 'ÒÁÄÉÎÇ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ 
Work.ȱ  4ÈÉÓ rubric can be adjusted for different course levels. 

 
 

C. Oral Presentations ɂThis classroom activity reflects revised work done 
over time.  At the higher end of the hierarchy of intellectual activity, oral 
presentations emphasize analysis or synthesis rather than simply 
reporting. Performance Criteria follows the regulations governing grading 
outlined on pages 63-64 of the current course catalog. 
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D. Class DiscussionɂAt the lower end of the hierarchy of intellectual 
difficulty, class discussions encourage students to answer questions 
which recall reading assignments and information provided by other 
students.  At the higher end of the hierarchy of intellectual activity 
students engage in analysis, synthesis, and evaluation as they test they 
validity of concepts and ideas.  Performance Criteria include student 
presence in the classroom (attendance), reasonable frequency of oral 
responses, and relevance and insight offered by comments. 

 
 

2.  Senior ThesisɂThe senior thesis is completed with an American Studies faculty 
member as primary advisor, and a second faculty member acts as primary 
reader; this reader is chosen by the student and primary advisor for her or his 
expertise ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÒÅÁȢ  Students must treat of issues of 
multiculturalism and diversi ty in some way in their thesis.  Performance criteria 
on this 25-40 page essay is based upon  the rubric labeled Appendix Bȟ Ȱ#ÒÉÔÅÒÉÁ for 
'ÒÁÄÉÎÇ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ 7ÏÒËȢȱ   

 
Success Measurement: 90% of students achieve a grade of B or better. 

 
3. Comprehensive ExaminationɂFor the comprehensive examination in American 

Studies, students write their own 4-5 hour comprehensive examination.  They 
must include a combination of essay and other types of questions; some of their 
questions must treat of multicultural issues and diversity issues.  The two 
American Studies faculty members choose portions of a ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭs examination 
for that student to complete. 

 
 

Success Measurement: 90% of students achieve a grade a grade of 
PASS;  5% receive a grade of DISTINCTION 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Supportin g data 
 
 

Chart One below  exhibits the ways in which the goals of American Studies major align with Wells 
#ÏÌÌÅÇÅȭÓ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎt.   
 

Chart Two  demonstrates ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒȭÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÁÌÉÇÎ ×ÉÔÈ its stated goals and objectives.    
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Chart Three  ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ courses, its Direct Assessment Methods, 
and its Learning Outcomes its L earning Outcomes.   
 
To display how courses from other majors contribute to the goals and objectives and the Direct Assessment 
Methods of the American Studies major,  English 215 (Survey of American Literature),  English 222 (Minority 
American Literatures), and HIST 241/242 are displayed with American Studies courses; these four additional 
courses are particularly useful for demonstration purposes because they are required by each concentration 
in the major.   

 

 

Alignment of American Studies Goals and Objectives and 
College Mission Statement  and Five Institutional Goals  
 
 

Summary of applicable institutional goals (1-4) and statements derived from mission 
statement (5-8) 
 

1. Provide an educational experience that supports students as unique individuals engaged in the 
study and practice of the liberal arts. 

 
2. $ÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÃÕÒÉÏÓÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÁÌÙÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÃÁÐÁÂilities, and aesthetic 

awareness and creativity. 
 

3. Provide a rich community environment that fosters awareness and sensitivity to social diversity 
and encourages responsible action in an interdependent world. 

 
4. Develop self-confident individuals who exercise sound judgment and have the knowledge and 

skills for thoughtful decision-making. 
 

5. $ÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ  ÃÏÍÐÌÅØÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 
 

6. Encourage students to embrace new ways of knowing 
 

7. Promote creativity  
 

8. Respond ethically 
 
 

 

Goals of the American Studies Major: 
 

GOAL ONE:  Students will develop a thorough knowledge of American History from the founding to the present, 
including the perspectives of so-ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÏÔÈÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎ 
 
GOAL TWO:  Students will demonstrate proficiency in comprehending current  political, social, and cultural 
dilemmas as they investigate the connections between ourselves and the American cultures of the past. 
 
GOAL THREE: Students will gain an understanding of the multicultural and multiracial literatures of the United 
States as they stand in relationship to the literature of privilege. 
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GOAL FOUR: Students will comprehend the deleterious effects of oppression and colonization within national 
spaces 
 
GOAL FIVE: Students will familiarize themselves with the methodologies of American Studies 

 
GOAL SIX:  Students will examine the media of consumerism  as it encourages, resists, and marks American 
values and  social change  
 
GOAL SEVEN: Students will construct appropriate written and oral responses to demonstrate goals 1-6 

Chart One: American Studies Goals and Institutional Goals  
 
 
 

 AMST 
Goal 1 

AMST  
Goal 2 

AMST 
Goal 3 

AMST 
Goal 4 

AMST 
Goal 5 

AMST 
Goal 6 

AMST 
Goal 7 

Institutional  
Goals 

3-8 2-8 
 

1-8 1-6, 8 1,4,5,6,8 2,4,6-8 1-8 

 
 

Chart Two: Alignment of Am erican Studies Goals and AMST 
Courses 
 
 
 

 AMST 
Goal 1 

AMST  
Goal 2 

AMST 
Goal 3 

AMST 
Goal 4 

AMST 
Goal 5 

AMST 
Goal 6 

AMST 
Goal 7 

AMST 110 V  V  V     V  
AMST 201 V  V  V  V  V  V  V  
AMST 310 V  V  V  V  V  V  V  
AMST 385 * 
EN 215 V  V  V  V  V   V  
EN 222 V  V  V  V  V   V  
HIST 240/241  V   V  V    V  
Comprehensive  
Examination  

V  V  V  V  V  V  V  

Senior Thesis   V *   V *  V  

 
 
ϝ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ άǘƻǇƛŎǎέ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
goals until it is devised 
 
*  Students choose their own topics for a senior thesis, but a basic requirement is that theses will treat of issues of 
multiculturalism and diversity 
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Alignment of courses, DAMs, and Learning Outcomes  
 
Following is a list of 41 Learning Outcomes for the American Studies Major 
 

Goal One Outcomes 
 

1. Students will be able to analyze both primary documents and secondary sources 
 

2. Students will be able to identify by decade key events and trends in American History 
 

3. Students will be able to judge the significance of historical events by applying logical 
reasoning of cause and effect 

 
4. Students will be able to investigate the relationships among colonial development and 

slavery, religion and social reform, immigration and nativism, the public and private sphere, 
westward expansion and sectionalism 

 
5. Students will be able to explain the previous learning outcome in terms  of the ideas of  

Reconstruction, industrialization and urbanization, social and political reform, race and 
ethnicity, changing gender roles, the changing role of government in American life 

 
Goal Two Outcomes 
 

6. Students will be able to defiÎÅ ȰÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÙȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÈÅÇÅÍÏÎÙȱ 
 

7. Students will be able to Distinguish between history and ideology 
 

8. Students will be able to Evaluate contemporary events through ideological analysis 
 

9. Students will be able to identify national myths 
 

10. Students will be able to examine eighteenth and nineteenth century development of these 
national myths  

 
11. 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 

myths 
 

12. Students will be able to explain  the ideological relationships between current American 
values as reflected in national myths and the values reflected in nineteenth century national 
myths 

 
Goal Three Outcomes 
 

13. Students will be able to understand and use a basic vocabulary of literary criticism 
 

14. Students will be able to comprehend the ÍÅÔÈÏÄ ÏÆ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÒÙ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÎÅ× 
ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÉÓÍȱ  

 
15. Students will be able to historicize new or unfamiliar literature 
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16. Students will be able to evaluate the nationalistic impulses in the origins of canonical 
literature  

 
17. Students will be able to read and understand both canonical and non-canonical literature 

and iterate the differences in form and content in each 
 

18. Students will be able to analyze the unique literary features of works by nineteenth century 
women and racial minorities 
 

19. Students will be able to examine the political and cultural reasons for excluding works from 
the American literary canon 

 
Goal Four Outcomes 
 

20. Students will be able to scrutinize historical justifications for slavery and immigration 
restrictions 
 

21. Students will be able to appreciate cultural expressions of indigenous peoples, slaves and 
ȰÆÒÅÅÍÅÎȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎ-Western immigrants in the United States 
 

22.   Students will be able to explain the impact of industrialism on the formation of social class 
in the  United States 
 

23.   Students will ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓ ÔÏ ȰÒÁÃÉÁÌÉÚÅȱ ÐÏÏÒȟ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÎÔÓ 
 

24.   3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ ÇÈÅÔÔÏÉÚÉÎÇ ÏÆ ȰÏÔÈÅÒȱ 
 

 
Goal Five Outcomes 
 

25. Students will be able to analyze the relationship between cultural production and social 
class 

 
26.  Students will be able to explain the essential elements of Marxism as it applies to cultural 

production 
 

27.  Students will be able to explain the essential elements of cultural studies ,new historicism , 
and post-colonial studies as they apply to cultural production 

 
28.  Students will be able to determine how the methodologies of American Studies allow for 
ÔÈÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÈÉÇÈÂÒÏ×ȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÌÏ×ÂÒÏ×ȱ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ 

 
29. Produce analyses of primary or secondary sources in terms of Marxist theory , cultural 

studies, feminism, and/or new historicism  
 

30. Produce analyses of material culture in terms  of Marxist theory , cultural studies, feminism, 
and/or new historicism  
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Goal Six Outcomes 
 

31. Study the history of advertising 
 
32. Identify common advertising strategies and methods 

 
33. Create a print advertisement in the style of a particular decade of the twentieth century 

 
34. Explain how that created advertisement reflects the ideology of the decade whose style it 

imitates 
 
Goal Seven outcomes 
 

35. Students will be able to apply writing strategy and techniques to integrate personal 
reflection and intellectual analysis 

 
36. Students will be able to construct original arguments based solidly on American Studies 

methodologies 
 

37. Students will be able to use various types of evidence to support sophisticated conclusions 
 
38. Students will be able to participate in small group and class-size group discussion adeptly 

 
39. Students will be able to construct formal original oral presentations based solidly on 

American Studies methodologies 
 

40. Students will be able to manipulate IT software to enhance presentations 
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Chart Three: Alignment of courses, DAMs, and Learning Outcomes  
 

Course Amst 
Goals 

DAM: in order of 
frequency (most 

frequent listed first ) 

Specific outcome s measured by DAM 

AMST 110 1,2,3,7 Examination 1 6 8 12 13 16 17 19           
  Formal Essays 1 8 12 13 17 19 35 37           
  Class Discussion 6 8 9 13 17 19 38            
                     
AMST 201 1-7 Formal Essays 1 3 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 25 28 29 30 35 36 37   
  Oral Report 31 32 33 34 40              
  Class Discussion 6 7 9 10 11 12 22 26 27 28 31 32 33 34 38    
  Examination 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 22 23 25         
                     
AMST 310 1-7 Formal Essays 1 6 7 8 11 12 21 25 29 30 36 37 39      
  Class Discussion 3 8 14 28 30 32 38 39           
  Oral Report 21 23 24 25 27 28 30 40           
                     
EN 215 1-5, 7 Examination 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 13 14 16 20 21 22    
  Formal Essays 18 19 22 23 24 25 35            
  Class Discussion 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 13 14 16 18 19 20 24 25 38 
                     
EN 222 1-5, 7 Formal Essays  1 5 13 14 15 19 20 21 22 37        
  Examination 1 5 13 14 15 19 20 21 22 24 35 37       
  Class Discussion 1 2 3 4 5 12 13 14 18 19 20 23 24 38     
                     
HIST 
241/242  

1,2, 4, 7  
Examination 

 
1 

 
2 

 
4 

 
5 

Data for this course has not yet been 
collated 

     

  Formal Essays          
  Class Discussion 1 2 4 5 38     
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Means of Assessment of Outcomes 
 

The interdisciplinary nature of the American Studies Major places the burden for gathering 
and organizing data resulting from the outcomes on the faculty of the eight or nine majors 
who indirectly staff the American Studies Majors.  However, the two faculty in the major, 
each of ×ÈÏÍ ÉÓ ȰÁÔÔÁÃÈÅÄȱ ÔÏ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ 
American Studies, will analyze the data from these supporting courses. 
 
Faculty in the American Studies Major will begin to gather data from AMST courses, 
including formal essays, examinations, and class discussions.  This data will include 
samples of formal essay assignments, samples of student papers, and the grade distribution 
by course for such samples .  These results will be correlated with the 41 Learning 
Outcomes in the major to determine which outcomes are clearly met, which need 
improvement, and which do not seem to be addressed by any course.   
 
 

How Assessment Data Will be Used 
 
 

Because there is no resident faculty in American Studies, the two faculty members assigned 
American Studies courses will meet each Fall to examine ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÄÁÔÁȢ   
 
Such data examination should reveal curricular needs, especially in the area of faculty 
appointments in the major and strength of course offerings. 
 
Such data will also demonstrate the validity of our assessment methods, especially the 
college-wide course grading rubric. 
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Appendix One:  Wells College Grading Rubric  
 
 

Grades at Wells College are recorded in terms of the letters A, B, C, D, F with additional 
gradation for the letters ñAò through ñD,ò indicated by plus or minus signs. The grade of ñA+ò is 
the highest possible grade; the grade of ñD-ò is the lowest passing grade; and the grade of ñFò 
indicates failure. The numerical equivalents of these letter grades are as follows: A+ = 97-100; 
A = 93-96; A- = 90-92; B+ = 87-89; B = 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ = 77-79; C = 73-76; C- = 70-72; 
D+ = 67-69; D = 63-66; D- = 60-62; F = 59 and below. 
 
Any grade in the ñAò range indicates work of the highest quality; such work will generally be 
characterized not only by accuracy, but also by excellence in such qualities as 
comprehensiveness, insight, and originality. Any grade in the ñBò range indicates work of good 
quality; such work will often show some of the qualities that characterize ñAò work. Any grade in 
the ñCò range indicates work of satisfactory quality; such work will generally be reasonably 
accurate, but may show only limited comprehensiveness, insight, and originality. Any grade in 
the ñDò range indicates work that is below average in quality but acceptable; such work may be 
unsatisfactory in certain aspects, but will be satisfactory in others. Grades of ñFò or ñUò indicate 
work that is unsatisfactory.
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Appendix Two : Criteria for Grading Student Essays  
 
 
 

Grading Standards 
Although grading student essays may seem more of an art than a science, most 
evaluators rely on certain criteria to distinguish among excellent, very good, 
adequate, and unacceptable papers.   Following is a list of criteria and a specific set 
of qualities I will use for grading this semester.  In the margins of your written work, I 
will indicate global problems in your essay by using a grade designation and one of 
the numbers listed below.  

1.    Introduction and thesis 
2.    Organization, logic, coherence  

3.    Development of thesis, cohesiveness, concluding paragraph 

4.    Style, including effective sentence construction, appropriate 
diction, transitions, sense of audience, and tone  

5.    Mechanics, including sentence structure, punctuation, spelling, and 
proper usage 

6.    Use of sources.  

{ƻƳŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ ŀ άǘƘŜǎƛǎέ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊΤ άŎƻƘŜǊŜƴŎŜέ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΤ άŎƻƘŜǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
άǎǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέΤ άŘƛŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ 
 
 
 

Characteristics of an "A" paper 

1.      Introduction and Thesis.  LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  Imaginative, creative, and 
thoughtful thesis (avoids Keen Insight To the Obvious), is neither too broad nor 
too narrow in scope. A sustained central idea reflects the spirit as well as the 
content of the stated topic.   

2.     Organization/Logic/Coherence.  All sections of the essay are logically and 
coherently related to the thesis through an organizational strategy. Sound 
principles of critical thinking characterize the essay  throughout. Effective 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
is so clear that the reader knows at all times what the purpose is and how the 
writer intends to accomplish it, even though the writer may not have overtly 
stated that purpose.  
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3.     Development and Conclusion. The development is original and thoughtful. There 
is a convincing amount of proof for the main points. The essay relies on specific 
άŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǇƻƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  There are 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ άǎƘƻǿǎέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǘŜƭƭǎΦέ !ƭƭ 
paragraphs are relevant to  the thesis, structured with carefully crafted topic 
sentences and developed with carefully chosen evidence.  The conclusion does 
not repeat or summarize the main points of the paper but places the main points 
in a creative, original context.  In other words, the conclusion to an A paper leaves 
the reader a thought to ponder after she leaves the reading. 

4.     Style. Sentences are clear, fluent, and varied in length and structure. Diction is 
accurate, direct, specific, fresh, and vivid. The active voice is the primary mode of 
discourse. The tone is engaging at the same time that it is authoritative, 
consistent, and suitable for the topic and audience.  The style also demonstrates 
a sense of awareness and respect for the audience. 

5.     Mechanics. The essay is virtually free of errors in punctuation, spelling, and 
usage.  Grammar and punctuation  conform to Standard Edited American English. 

6.     Use of Sources. The essay demonstrates an effective and accurate use of sources 
ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ   Quoting, documentation, and works cited 
style adheres to MLA guidelines.  

In short, an 'A' paper is excellent,  impressive in its execution and enjoyable to 
read.  It goes beyond the literal requirements of the assignment. 
 
 

Characteristics of a "B" paper 
 

1.         Introduction and Thesis. Introductory paragrapƘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  The thesis is 
thoughtful, but generally does not take intellectual risks; the thesis is neither too 
broad nor too narrow in scope and avoids Keen Insight To the Obvious.  The 
thesis meets all the requirements of the stated topic.  

2.     Organization/Logic/Coherence. Evidence is arranged in a logical and convincing 
fashion and all paragraphs contribute to the thesis.  Sound principles of critical 
thinking are used throughout. The pŀǇŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ 
the tight coherence of 'A' work. All paragraphs contribute to the thesis. The paper 
is, for the most part, very coherent and relationships between ideas are made 
clear by appropriate transitions.  
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3.     Development and Conclusion. There is a convincing amount of proof for the 
Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ άŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
rather than upon general observations, although these elements may sometimes 
be not the best ones to prove the wrƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  There are enough concrete 
details so that the essay "shows rather than tells." All paragraphs are relevant to  
the thesis, structured with topic sentences, and developed with evidence.  The 
conclusion does not merely restate  the main points of the paper or the thesis, 
but shows obvious effort by the writer to place the thesis in a context which will 
evoke further thought in readers.   

4.     Style. Sentences are clear and varied in length and structure. Diction is accurate 
and specific. The writer uses active voice consistently. The tone of the paper 
indicates an awareness of the audience and is not idiosyncratic or simplistic. 
 Sentences are generally fluent and clear, and are sufficiently varied. Words are 
used precisely and with some attention to stylistic appropriateness.  

5.     Mechanics. The writing is relatively free of errors in grammar, punctuation, 
standard usage, and spelling. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling conform to 
Standard Edited American English.  

6.     Use of Sources. Paraphrases, quotations, and summaries are adequately 
integrated and correctly documented.  

In short,  ŀ ά.έ ǇŀǇŜǊ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘΦ  Introductory, 
body, and concluding paragraphs are reasonably unified, coherent, and well 
developed; it is a good paper, but it needs more editing and polish and often a 
more sophisticated thesis. 

Characteristics of a "C" paper 

1.     Introduction and Thesis.   The Introductory paragraph is generally clear, but 
makes little effort to capture the readerΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
paper.  The thesis may be unoriginal or lack insight and demonstrate a Keen 
Insight To the Obvious.  The thesis barely meets the requirements for the stated 
topic. 

2.     Organization/Logic/Coherence.  There is an apparent direction to the essay, but 
paragraphs are not always effectively arranged. There is generally a  logical 
arrangement of details, illustrations, and examples although they are not as 
frequent or appropriate as in an A paper; some transitions are evident but not 
always effective.  
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3.     Development and Conclusion. There is only an adequate amount of proof for the 
main points. Support for the thesis is characterized by use of general statements 
rather than specific evidence.  Plot summary or summary of lecture material 
often substitutes for specific evidence.  Paragraph structure and positioning is 
sometimes illogical and transitions are merely adequate.  The conclusion merely 
restates the main points of the essay. 

4.     Style. Sentences are mostly coherent but are often monotonous, wordy, or 
 lacking in emphasis. Diction may lack variety, precision, and maturity. The writing 
contains some clichés, weak verbs, passive voice, and repetition,  The tone is 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ άǿǊƛǘŜǊ-ōŀǎŜŘέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊopriate.  The conclusion contains 
at least some restatements of the thesis and summary of main points. 

5.     Mechanics. While minor errors in grammar and punctuation are evident, they 
do not interfere with the meaning of the essay or distract the reader.  Standard 
Edited American English remains the dominant discourse. 

6.     Use of Sources. Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries are adequately 
integrated into the essay and are correctly documented according to MLA 
guidelines.  

In short, a 'C' paper follows all directions; the paper is acceptable, but it is rather 
routine and dull in its total effect and sentence level errors indicate it is not a 
polished effort. 

Characteristics of a "D" paper 

1.    Introduction and Thesis.  Either there is no stated thesis or the thesis fails to 
comply with the stated topic.   

2.    Organization/logic/coherence. While the purpose or plan of the essay may be 
clear to the writer, it is not discernable to the reader.  Logical error, inconsistent 
approaches to the topic, and disjointed paragraphs dominate.  Transitions do not 
exist or are incoherent.   

3.    Development and Conclusion. Because the paper has no thesis, support for 
assertions rarely exists.  Evidence is not presented.  The paper generally fulfills 
any page requirement by plot summary or restatement of lecture material.  The 
conclusion, if it exists, is mere restatement or even paraphrase.   

4.    Style. Sentences are choppy, awkward, and lacking variety. Diction is 
inappropriate, vague, simplistic. There may be excessive use of passive voice, 
weak verbs, and weak modifiers.  
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5.    Mechanics. Sentences have occasional or frequent major errors such as sentence 
fragments and comma splices, and/or frequent minor errors in sentence 
construction, punctuation, spelling, or standard usage.  

6.    Use of Sources. Paraphrases, quotations, and summaries are inadequately 
integrated into the essay and/or incorrectly documented.  

Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ŀ ά5έ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ-ridden and difficult to read.  It shows no 
concept of audience or awareness of the assignment. 

 
 
 

/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ άCέ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

Universally, students fail to submit a paper if they think is it a failing effort. 

  
  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƛŜǿΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΥ 

  
  

Introduction and Thesis. 
  

!ƴ ά!έ tŀǇŜǊ: IntroductƻǊȅ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ 
ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  Imaginative, creative, and thoughtful thesis 
(avoids Keen Insight To the Obvious), is neither too broad nor too narrow in scope. A 
sustained central idea reflects the spirit as well as the content of the stated topic.   
  
 ! ά.έ tŀǇŜǊ:  LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ 
ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘΦ  The thesis is thoughtful, but generally does not 
take intellectual risks; the thesis is neither too broad nor too narrow in scope and 
avoids Keen Insight To the Obvious.  The thesis meets all the requirements of the 
stated topic. 
  
 ! ά/έ tŀǇŜǊΥ The Introductory paragraph is generally clear, but makes little effort to 
ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘention or engage the audience in the paper.  The thesis may 
be unoriginal or lack insight and demonstrate a Keen Insight To the Obvious.  The 
thesis barely meets the requirements for the stated topic. 

! ά5έ tŀǇŜǊ: Either there is no stated thesis or the thesis fails to comply with the 
stated topic.   
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Organization/Logic/Coherence.   

!ƴ ά!έ tŀǇŜǊΥ All sections of the essay are logically and coherently related to the 
thesis through an organizational strategy. Sound principles of critical thinking 
characterize the essay  throughout. Effective transitions contribute to the logical 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
times what the purpose is and how the writer intends to accomplish it, even though 
the writer may not have overtly stated that purpose. 

! ά.έ tŀǇŜǊ: Evidence is arranged in a logical and convincing fashion and all 
paragraphs contribute to the thesis.  Sound principles of critical thinking are used 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ǘƘƻǳƎh lacking the tight coherence of 
'A' work. All paragraphs contribute to the thesis. The paper is, for the most part, very 
coherent and relationships between ideas are made clear by appropriate transitions. 
  

! ά/έ tŀǇŜǊ: There is an apparent direction to the essay, but paragraphs are not 
always effectively arranged. There is generally a  logical arrangement of details, 
illustrations, and examples although they are not as frequent or appropriate as in an 
A paper; some transitions are evident but not always effective.  

! ά5έ tŀǇŜǊ: While the purpose or plan of the essay may be clear to the writer, it is 
not discernable to the reader.  Logical error, inconsistent approaches to the topic, 
and disjointed paragraphs dominate.  Transitions do not exist or are incoherent.   

Development and Conclusion 

!ƴ ά!έ tŀǇŜǊΥ The development is original and thoughtful. There is a convincing 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƻŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ άŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ 
evidence rather than upon general observations.  There are enough concrete details 
ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ άǎƘƻǿǎέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǘŜƭƭǎΦέ !ƭƭ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ  the 
thesis, structured with carefully crafted topic sentences and developed with carefully 
chosen evidence.  The conclusion does not repeat or summarize the main points of 
the paper but places the main points in a creative, original context.  In other words, 
the conclusion to an A paper leaves the reader a thought to ponder after she leaves 
the reading. 

! ά.έ tŀǇŜǊΥ There is a convincing amount of proof for the main points. The essay 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ άŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǇƻƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
observations, although these elements may sometimes be not the best ones to 



American Studies Page 24 
 

ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  There are enough concrete details so that the essay "shows 
rather than tells." All paragraphs are relevant to  the thesis, structured with topic 
sentences, and developed with evidence.  The conclusion does not merely restate  
the main points of the paper or the thesis, but shows obvious effort by the writer to 
place the thesis in a context which will evoke further thought in readers. 

! ά/έ tŀǇŜǊΥ There is only an adequate amount of proof for the main points. Support 
for the thesis is characterized by use of general statements rather than specific 
evidence.  Plot summary or summary of lecture material often substitutes for specific 
evidence.  Paragraph structure and positioning is sometimes illogical and transitions 
are merely adequate.  The conclusion merely restates the main points of the essay. 

! ά5έ taper: Because the paper has no thesis, support for assertions rarely exists.  
Evidence is not presented.  The paper generally fulfills any page requirement by plot 
summary or restatement of lecture material.  The conclusion, if it exists, is mere 
restatement or even paraphrase.   

  
Style 

  
!ƴ ά!έ tŀǇŜǊ: Sentences are clear, fluent, and varied in length and structure. Diction 
is accurate, direct, specific, fresh, and vivid. The active voice is the primary mode of 
discourse. The tone is engaging at the same time that it is authoritative, consistent, 
and suitable for the topic and audience.  The style also demonstrates a sense of 
awareness and respect for the audience. 

! ά.έ tŀǇŜǊΥ Sentences are clear and varied in length and structure. Diction is 
accurate and specific. The writer uses active voice consistently. The tone of the paper 
indicates an awareness of the audience and is not idiosyncratic or simplistic.  
Sentences are generally fluent and clear, and are sufficiently varied. Words are used 
precisely and with some attention to stylistic appropriateness.  

! ά/έ tŀǇŜǊΥ Sentences are mostly coherent but are often monotonous, wordy, or  
lacking in emphasis. Diction may lack variety, precision, and maturity. The writing 
contains some clichés, weak verbs, passive voice, and repetition,  The tone is 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ άǿǊƛǘŜǊ-ōŀǎŜŘέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ   

! ά5έ tŀǇŜǊΥ Sentences are choppy, awkward, and lacking variety. Diction is 
inappropriate, vague, simplistic. There may be excessive use of passive voice, weak 
verbs, and weak modifiers.  
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Mechanics 
  
!ƴ ά!έ tŀǇŜǊΥ The essay is virtually free of errors in punctuation, spelling, and 
usage.  Grammar and punctuation  conform to Standard Edited American English. 

! ά.έ tŀǇŜǊΥ The writing is relatively free of errors in grammar, punctuation, 
standard usage, and spelling. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling conform to 
Standard Edited American English. 

! ά/έ tŀǇŜǊ: While minor errors in grammar and punctuation are evident, they do 
not interfere with the meaning of the essay or distract the reader.  Standard Edited 
American English remains the dominant discourse. 

! ά5έ tŀǇŜǊΥ Sentences have occasional or frequent major errors such as sentence 
fragments and comma splices, and/or frequent minor errors in sentence 
construction, punctuation, spelling, or standard usage.  

  
Use of Sources 

  
!ƴ ά!έ tŀǇŜǊΥ The essay demonstrates an effective and accurate use of sources to 
ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ   Quoting, documentation, and works cited style 
adheres to MLA guidelines.  

! ά.έ tŀǇŜǊΥ Paraphrases, quotations, and summaries are adequately integrated and 
correctly documented According to MLA guidelines.  

! ά/έ tŀǇŜǊΥ Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries are adequately integrated 
into the essay and are correctly documented according to MLA guidelines.  

! ά5έ tŀǇŜǊΥ  Paraphrases, quotations, and summaries are inadequately integrated 
into the essay and/or incorrectly documented. 
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Appendix Three : Sample Syllabi 
 
 
 

From American Studies 201  

 
 

American Studies 201: Introduction to  
American Culture Studies 

Fall Semester, 2006 
 

Professor Lohn 
Thursdays, 1:45 in Macmillan 321 

 

The material in this course guide is also available on the course web site 
(aurora.wells.edu/~lmlohn).  You should use that version of the syllabus to access 
on-line reading assignments and to check for any subsequent changes in course 
apparatus or schedule. 

 

 
 

A LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION 
 While you will receive a body of knowledge in this course, I am less concerned that you assimilate information than 
I am that you acquire a particular way of viewing yourself and the material you will read and discuss.  To put it 
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\�����,���D�P���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���\�R�X�U���´�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�µ���W�K�D�Q���\�R�X�U���´�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���µ 
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a task relies upon rote behavior, the lowest form of mental activity.  In training, the processes and the outcomes are 
already determined: as a student, you merely accept them, memorize them, and engage in the proper activity.  
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giving and accepting guidance and criticism with aplomb and kindness, engaging in meaningful communication 
with others, and participating actively in a community of  learners.  This way of learning is decidedly not a 
comforting way to direct your life.  You will make wrong decisions; more disconcerting, you will have to accept the 
responsibility for them. You will have to challenge yourself to think independently and share your thoughts with 
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Professor Linda M. Lohn Fall Semester Office Hours 
301 Macmillan Hall Tuesday: 10:00-11:00; 1:30-3:00 
Office: 364-3314 Wednesday: 12:00-1:00 
Home: (607) 272-9198 Thursday: 10:00-11:00, 12:30-1:30 
e-mail: lmlohn@wells.edu AOL IM:  Mondays 5:00-6:30 (Proflohn) 


